
 

 

SIES Family Tidbits  
Below are the responses to parent and student questions asked since the 8.13. 20 
Family Tidbits.  If you have more questions, please use the link HERE for the current 
Tidbits Google Form.  I will publish responses again on Monday morning, 8.17.20.   
 
IMPORTANT: If you have not responded to the CCSD survey regarding 
in-person or temporary remote, you should receive an email this evening.  We will 
reach out to everyone on Monday who has not completed the questionnaire.  Please 
complete ASAP and no later than Monday, August 17, 2020.   
 
HOW SHOULD I RESPOND:  If you feel comfortable with your child 
returning in person on September 8th, please indicate that.  If not, select the 
Temporary Remote mode.   
 
REMEMBER: Only a small number of children will return on the 8th.  If you mark 
in-person, there is a strong possibility that your child will begin school in a Temporary 
Remote mode.   
 

SIES Tidbits Responses: 
If a child is in a temporary remote 

classroom, what is the curriculum? 

Will it be the same as the virtual 

academy, or will it be similar to how 

the classes functioned last spring? 

★ The Temporary Remote 

classroom instruction will 

mirror what the In-Person 

students are learning; 

however, the content and 



delivery will adjust for 

remote learning.  Virtual 

Academy and Temporary 

Remote will be very similar. 

Neither will look precisely 

the way things did last 

spring.  Students will 

participate in live class 

sessions, cover new 

material, and turn in work 

digitally.  

 

According to the CCSD safe restart 

capacity report, SIES using dividers 

can accommodate 639 students vs. 

projected enrollment of 511.  Since 

we have the dividers in place, 

doesn't that mean that all students 

electing in-person learning will be 

able to return to school? 

★ On September 8th, the 

number of in-person 

students anticipated will be 

small, not more than 130 

students, which is 25% of 

our total enrollment. I 

expect that many families 

who select In-Person will 

begin as Temporary 

Remote. 

It sounds like we have to commit to 

9 weeks if we choose the temporary 

remote, is that correct? If things 

improve and the school can bring 

back 100%, would we have the 

option of coming back earlier? 

★ As things improve, the 

school may be able to bring 

back more students before 

the end of the nine weeks. 

However, if families still did 

not feel comfortable 

returning, they would 

remain as Temporary 

Remote. 

  

First and foremost, thank you so 

much for the frequent updates. 

Second, we share the same concerns 

as many other parents about 

capacity limits and the criteria used 

to determine which students will 

return to school. CCSD said 

★ The first thing that we need 

to know is how many 

families at SIES select 

In-Person. Only then can 

we determine the next 

steps at SIES and across 

CCSD with the selection 



yesterday that principals would 

determine how many students can 

return safely. Can you share any 

information regarding SIES capacity 

limits and criteria used to determine 

which children will return to school? 

Thanks again! 

process. Although individual 

principals will work closely 

with the selection process, 

selection criteria will be 

objective and align with 

CCSD guidelines. We simply 

don’t have the information 

that we need yet. 

 

I want to change my enrollment 

option from the virtual academy to 

an in-person/remote. However, the 

form is no longer live. I heard you 

say I need to make this selection by 

today if possible. Where do I do this 

if the questionnaire is no longer live? 

  

★ Please contact Lynette 

Flagg, our Student Data 

Clerk at 

lynette_flagg@charleston.k

12.sc.us. 

Will CCSD provide the technology 

required for remote learning for my 

child other than an iPad? They are 

very glitchy and do not work with 

google slides. Can they be issued a 

chrome book or laptop? 

★ SIES received new iPads for 

students to use in Virtual 

Academy, Temporary 

Remote, and In-Person 

modes. Additionally, CCSD 

will use a universal portal, 

Canvas, that should make 

logging into various 

applications much more 

accessible.  Wi-Fi will also 

be available in our parking 

lot. 

 

The virtual remote schedule that was 

shared is not feasible for our family 

due to work obligations and my son’s 

therapy schedule. What alternatives 

or flexibility is the district offering? 

★ The SIES teachers are 

finalizing our Temporary 

Remote schedules this 

week.  Once you have that 

in hand, you will have a 

clearer picture of the 

specific times during the 

day in which students 

actively participate.  These 

times will remain consistent 

to help with parent 

planning.  



Will you all be considering the 

Waitlist for 5K students at any point 

during the 2020-2021 school year, 

and if so, what is the process and 

timeline? 

★ No. At this time, all Virtual 

Academy, Temporary 

Remote, and In-Person 

students retain enrollment 

status at our school. We 

must maintain a physical 

seat for each enrolled child.  

 


